


When Martinez was three, his mother snatched
him from his father and brothers and tock him to
a crime-ridden and poverty-stricken area of
Honduras. For nine years, Amilcar's father could
nof find his son. While living with his mother, Amil-
car, who suffers from a hereditary defect that left
one side of his body weakened and one hand
underdeveloped, was not alowed to attend
schooi, was forced to fish for his mother's profit,
and care for her other children. He was denied

food and abused by her boyfriend.

Their father, having run out of safe and secure
opfions in Honduras, eventually was able to pay @
coyofe to bring the two younger brothers to the U,
S. border. Their clder brother had olready made the
journey.

The young brothers, then 13 and 15, tfraveled more
than 2,000 miles from Puerfo Lempira, Gracias a
Dios, Honduras to Hidalgo, Texas, a border fown in
Texas, where they were picked up by the Depari-
menf of Homeland Securify. They traveled by frain,
by truck, and they walked long distances over more
than two weeks.

The family was reunited in Miami, joining a step-
mother, their older brother, and two stepbrothers. A
serendipitous trip fo the University of Miami Pediatric
Mobile Clinic for shots for school connected the

family to Miami Law's Health Rights Clinic inferns.

in 2011, Amilcar's mother abandoned him again,
He eventually reunited with his brothers, but their
father had gone to the brothers, but their father
had gone to the United States; however, he was
able fo send money for their care. The three
brothers bounced between one bad family situa-
tion fo another, and finally, with no better option,
they returned fo their mother and her vicious boy-
friend to live.

The amangement was shori-ived before their
mother again abandoned them. Cther living
accommodations followed, including a stint with
an aunt who married a drug trafficker -- who aiso
abused them and forced the brothers to partici-

pate in moving drugs inside the region.

When looking at law schools, his focus was on
Florida; he has family in the areq, and his parents
are moving to South Florida. As a 1L, he starfed
interning af the health rights clinic, and Martinez

was one of his first cases.

‘I joined the Health Rights Clinic because |
wanted practical fraining, after having Professor
Newman for civil procedure,” says the Writing
Dean's Fellow. "Amilcar's case got me hooked.
Initiaily, we were trying to get him a dependency
order, with which Amiicar could more easily
obtain green card stafus. Unfortunaiely, given
fhe curent legal climate in Florida, we were
unsuccessful, even in our appeals, which we
tried to fight all the way to {he Florida Supreme
Court.”
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