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We honor and celebrate the life of our distinguished alumnus, The Honorable
Theodore “Ted” Klein, an exceptional individual: beloved son, brother, father, fiancé,
lawyer, partner, teacher, mentor, colleague, advisor, bar leader, dear friend; a man of
great intellect, humor and compassion. 
  
Ted was born in Czechoslovakia during the Nazi occupation. His parents fled thei r
homeland with hi  sister, Miriam, when he was 9 months old, making their way to
Lisbon.  They tually immigrated to the United States in 1941.  In 1957 Ted
enrolled at the U versity of Miami, where he received both his undergraduate degree
and his J.D., with honors. While in Law School he was an Associate Editor of the La
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Review, and was el ted to membership in Omicron Delta Kappa, Phiec  Kappa Phi and
the Society of Iron rrow.  He was awarded a fellowship to attend Yale Universit A y
where he earned an LL.M.   
  
During his outstandi g career Ted was regarded as one of the top trial attorneys in the
United States. He ied hundreds of cases and was known for his brilliance and
dedication to protec  U.S. Constitution and especially the Bill of Rights. He was
a tireless advocate f pro-bono service, and was instrumental in developing and
expanding pro-bono ograms throughout Florida. 
 
Ted served chool adjunct faculty member for over 37
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as a Law S  years and was a
mentor to co aw students and young attorneys.  He was President of the Launtless l w
Alumni Association in 1980, during the deanship of Soia Mentschikoff.  He dedicated
his life to the legal profession and was known as an accomplished leader in
organizations including The Florida Bar, the Dade County Bar Association, the Florida
Criminal Defense Att neys' Association, the Federal Bar Association, andor  Florida
Legal Services. He was the first male member of the Florida Association for Women
Lawyers. Ted was recognized and bestowed with numerous awards for his exemplary
service.   
  
Ted excelled not only in his professional life, bu ersonal life. He was a
wonderful father and provided tremendous love an s two children, Andy
and Jennifer.  He nurtured and encouraged their success.  He was an avid athlete and
enjoyed the outdoors. He ran d
bike. One of Ted’s many talents was his 
he was the emcee of the Law School’s Homeco ing breakfast, where he would bring
the crowd to howling laughter. Ted always had  joke, a smile and the beautiful abilit

t also in his p
d  to hisupport

every morning before work and loved to ski, hike an
remarkable sense of humor. For many years

m
a y

to make people laugh and be happy. He stood as a model of integrity and humanity. 
Ted's life was rich, full and remarkable. He has left a lasting legacy and will always be
remembered with deep love and affection. 

The Honorable Theodore Klein 
March 3, 1940 - September 27, 2006 
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