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WEBSITE OF THE
MONTH

Chart on State

Court Structures
http://www.ncsconline.org/D R
esearch/Ct_Struct/Index.html

From the National Center for
State Courts (NCSC) comes this
colorful chart of the nation’s
state courts. Click on any state
to see the structure of the court
system for that state with direct
links to any court’s web site.
There is a description of the
jurisdictional require-
ments/limits for each type of
court, the number of judges and
the number of locations. This is
a quick way to get your bear-
ings on the judicial system for
any state!

Federal Courts

For similar information in the
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“Good” News — a New Edition of The Bluebook

Once upon a time The Bluebook was only
26 pages long. Yes, in 1926 the Harvard
Law School could only fill that many
pages with the arcana of legal citation.
This summer the Eight-

eenth Edition was pub-

lished, and the volume now

runs over 415 pages.

First year students are just

learning the mysteries and

untold ambiguities of this

“uniform system of cita-

tion.” Unfortunately, sec-

ond and third year students will need to
master some new rules. I will attempt to
highlight a few of the changes, but as
usual there is no easy way to summarize
this much derided text.

by Barbara H. Brandon

The most noteworthy change is the jettison-
ing of the blue “Practitioners’ Notes” for a
new section entitled “The Bluepages: an In-
troduction to Basic Legal Citation.” The edi-

tors say this is a “how-to-guide provid-
ing easy- to-comprehend instruction for
the everyday citation needs of first year
law students, summer associates, law
clerks...etc.” (p. V)

Of course, the editors did not avoid the
nitty gritty. Rule 1.4(d) changes the
order of authorities for federal court
cases. The rule expands the categories
and alters where some courts fit. For exam-
ple, the 17™ edition treated bankruptcy courts
on a par with federal district courts. Now
bankruptcy courts have been demoted.

Continued page 2

Welcome and Welcome Back

Welcome and welcome
back! We are here to sup-
port your legal information
needs and to provide train-
ing in the use of legal re-
search tools. All of us in
the Law Library look for-
ward to working with you this year.

Our reference, circulation, document de-
livery and interlibrary loan staffs are
ready to assist you in all aspects of legal
research and library usage. Please call on
them.

The collection development and technical
services staffs of the Law Library who
select, acquire, process and catalog our
large collection of print and electronic

by Sally Wise

resources are also dedicated to keeping
the collection up-to-date and easy for you
to use.

Please visit our website
http://library.law.miami.edu/ where you
will find information about our library
staff, services and procedures. Also, you
can access our electronic resources from
off-campus through the website as well as
in the Library.

Again, welcome and welcome back and
please let us know

during this coming

year how we can assist

you.
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Bluebook Cont.

Once again, the editors completely rewrote Rule 18 on
Internet citation. The Bluebook now recommends creating
parallel Internet citations. For instance, if a source is avail-
able in a traditional print format and also online, a second
citation should be provided to “substantially improve ac-
cess to the source cited.” (p. 155) Second, the editors now
state a preference for PDF over HTML when both formats
are available; they also endorse the use of pinpoint cita-
tions in the former. Citation rules for blogs now exist.

The editors have also adopted numerous changes for foot-

note rules. Law professors, law review members and stu-

dent research assistants should study the modifications in

rules 2 through 5. For instance, the rules on id., three-

period ellipses, and usage of a hyphen or an en-dash have
all been changed.

A
Uniform
System

Tips on Using the 18" Edition of
The Bluebook

of First, the preface at page v-vi elaborates
%ﬂon' on “some of the more noteworthy
. |changes.” (p. V) A Web page summarizes
a few of the changes as well.

http://www.legalbluebook.com/changes.shtml.

Second, that haunting phrase “some of the more notewor-
thy changes” clearly means that what you learned from the
17™ Edition may no longer be “good law.” Unfortunately,
you cannot rely on past precedent in the universe of The
Bluebook.

The index is your best tool. If the first topic doesn’t help,
just keep consulting other parts of the index. A new fea-
ture may make life easier. Page references in blue are to
examples. Second, students often neglect the Tables. These
can be useful sources of information as well. And, remem-
ber you are not alone in “welcoming” this revision.
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Web Site of the Month, Cont.

federal courts, try the U.S. Courts’ web page. This site,
http://www.uscourts.gov/courtlinks/, provides a map of the
circuits, smaller maps of the district courts and links to each
court’s web page.

Florida Courts

Florida has similar information on the Flor-

ida Courts web site. For the distribution of

circuit courts, go to
http://www.flcourts.org/courts/circuit/cir_dist.shtml.
For the distribution of district courts, go to
http://www.flcourts.org/courts/dca/dca_dist.shtml.

National Reporter System

Another useful map is West’s map of its National Reporter
System. The state map is color-coded to show which states
are in each of the regions. The link is available at
http://lawschool.westlaw.com/federalcourt/NationalReporterP

age.asp.

Don’t forget that passwords, codes
and other instructions for using i
the library’s databases are avail- ! {
able from the Subscription ./

il

Database page: »e

http://library.law.miami.edu/databas.html

Vis-A-Vis Visas

U.S. Visa policy has always been complicated, but more so
since 9/11. Even citizens of countries that are not required to
have a visa must now show a machine readable passport upon
entry to the United States. Conversely, some countries re-
quire visas of U.S. residents and some do not. Requirements
and costs vary. There are visas to visit the U.S., visas to come
permanently to the U.S., visas for doing business and work-
ing in the U.S., and visas for studying in the U.S. Below are
some web site to help you navigate the complexity.

by Mark Plotkin

Temporary visitors to the U.S.:
http://uscis.gov/graphics/services/visas.htm. This table lists
the different types of visas and links to the U.S.C. and C.F.R.
cites that govern them.

Permanent immigration visa information:
http://uscis.gov/graphics/services/imm_visas.htm

Visas to enter the United States are issued at U.S. embas-
sies and consulates throughout the world. These offices are
listed at: http://usembassy.state.gov/

General information on visas is provided by the U.S. De-
partment of State, with links to more specific information at:
http://travel.state.gov/visa/visa_1750.html

U.S. residents planning to visit another country must get
their visas, if required, from the host countries’ embassies
and consulates as listed on the Web site:
http://www.state.gov/misc/10125.htm .

To research legal issues related to visas and immigration, try
the Authority on Demand Immigration Law Library through
the library’s subscription database page. The databases in-
cludes analysis, decisions, regulations, and much more.
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The Supreme Court Changes

Departures

On July 1, 2005, Sandra Day O’Conner re-
signed her position as Associate Justice of the

i Supreme Court, a position she held for over 20
years. Justice O’Connor subsequently post-
poned her retirement until her replacement is
chosen. The Legal Information Institute at Cornell has a
brief list of Justice O’Connor ‘s accomplishments
(http://straylight.law.cornell.edu/supct/justices/
oconnor.bio.html) with a link to recent opinions written
by Justice O’Connor.

For a non-legal autobiography, try Lazy B: Growing Up
in a Cattle Ranch in the American Southwest (Treatise
Collection KF 8745.025 A35 2002). For a more com-
plete bibliography, try http://www.dsl.psu.edu/library/lrr/
guides/supct/oconnor.html.

Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist passed away on Sep-
tember 3, 2005 after serving 32 years on the
Supreme Court, 18 of those as Chief Justice.
The Legal Information Institute also has bio-
graphical information on Chief Justice
Rehnquist (http://straylight.law.cornell.edu/
supct/justices/rehnquist.bio.html).

Chief Justice Rehnquist penned many articles and several
books. His most recent tomes include Centennial Crisis:
The Disputed Election of 1876 (Treatise Collection
E680.R44 2004) and All the Laws But One: Civil Liber-
ties in Wartime (Treatise Collection KF 4750.R44 1998).
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Nominations

Georgetown Law Library has a web site with general informa-
tion on the nominations process which includes general infor-
mation and links to other resources
(http://www.1l.georgetown.edu/guides/supreme_court nominat
ions.cfm).

For current information, the Supreme Court Nominations blog,
http://www.sctnomination.com/blog/, is a good I
place to start. This site is maintained by Gold-
stein & Howe, the same firm that offers SCO-
TUSblog,
http://www.scotusblog.com/movabletype/, for
general information on the Supreme Court.

For information on John G. Roberts Jr. start with the site pro-
vided by the University of Michigan,
http://www.law.umich.edu/library/news/topics/roberts/robertsi
ndex.htm. It pulls together links for biographical information,
Senate testimony, D.C. Circuit opinions, briefs and oral argu-
ments, as well as articles written about Judge Roberts. The
Library of Congress site,
http://www.loc.gov/rr/law/roberts.html, provides similar infor-
mation, but it also has additional writings by the nominee.

For the non-American view, check out the BBC’s profile of
John Roberts,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4698685.stm.

el

Research Workshops

The library is pleased to announce that our
weekly research workshops series has re-
turned this semester, to be held on Tuesdays
rather than Wednesdays. Thus, this semes-
ter’s series will be called “Tuesday Work-
| shops.” Each workshop will address re-
search and resources in a different subject
area. Unless posted otherwise, the work-
E shops will be held from 1:00 —2:00 in room
D236 at the library. You can sign-up for
the workshops at the circulation desk. See page 4 for the
schedule of workshops. You can take one or take all ten. If
you take three workshops (and fill out a survey) this semes-
ter, you will become a library-certified “Research Workshop
Scholar” — not a terrible thing to put on your resume!

The purpose of these workshops is to provide practical

by David Hollander

information about researching the law. Many of the work-
shops will be directly related to courses at the law school.
More importantly, however, the workshops will teach skills
that will be valuable when you graduate and begin practicing
law. For example, there will be a workshop on the cost-
effective use of often expensive online legal research tools.
While you don’t have to worry about the costs of legal re-
search when you are in law school, once you are practicing,
the cost-factor becomes extremely important. Tuesday Work-
shops will be short and practical in nature. No homework, no
exams and no papers. By just signing up, showing up and
paying attention, you develop and refine skills you’ll actually
use in the practice of law. Get an advantage on bridging the
gap between law school and law prac-

tice! Sign up at the circulation desk! 34l
T [T
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Law Library Hours Ca
(August 15th-November 27th) ’?L
Library Hours Reference Hours

Mon.-Thurs 7:00am-Midnight  8:00am-10:00pm

Friday 7:00am-10:00pm  8:00am-6:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-10:00pm  10:00am-6:00pm
Sunday 9:00am-Midnight  Noon-8:00pm

The Law Library will be closed November 24th for
Thanksgiving Day.

For changes in library hours, please visit the library’s web
page or call (305) 284-2739.

i3

Please be consider-
ate and do not
speak on your cell
phones in areas
where others are

studying.
. Library Directory .
* Circulation & Reserves 284-3563 =
» Reference Desk 284-3585 .
* Automated Operator 284-2250 =
: Administrative Office 284-2251 :
. Other University Libraries .
* Richter Circulation 284-3233 =
" Richter Reference 284-4722 |
» Medical Library 243-6403 =
- Marine Library 361-4060 |

Law Library News is a publication by the University of Miami
Law Library. It is published bimonthly.

Law Library News is also available on the Law Library’s web
site (http://library.law.miami.edu/info.html#news).

Send all comments and contributions to:
Virginia Templeton at vtem-
plet@law.miami.edu or 284-1927.

University of Miami Law Library
P.O. Box 248087, 1311 Miller Drive
Coral Gables, FL 33124
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Training Schedule
Classes will be held in room D236. Classes will be added
throughout the semester. See the Law Library’s web page for

additional classes: http://library.law.miami.edu/training.html

Sign-up sheets can be found at the circulation desk.

Date Time Service Class
Wed., 9/28 4:30-6:00 Westlaw Advanced Certifi-
cation
Tues., 9/29 12:30-1:45 Lexis Intermediate/
Advanced Certifi-
cation
Tues., 10/4 1:00-2:00  Tuesday Online Job Search-
Workshops  ing
Tues., 10/4  4:30-5:45  Lexis Intermediate/
Advanced Certifi-
cation
Thurs, 10/6 1:00-2:00  Tuesday Legislative History
Workshops
Tues., 10/11 1:00-2:00  Tuesday Immigration Law
Workshops  Resources
Tues., 10/11 4:30-5:45  Lexis Intermediate/
Advanced Certifi-
cation
Thurs., 4:30-5:45  Lexis Intermediate/
10/13 Advanced Certifi-
cation
Tues., 10/18 1:00-2:00  Tuesday Tax Resources
Workshops
Thurs., 12:30-1:45 Lexis Intermediate/
10/20 Advanced Certifi-
cation
Thurs., 4:30-5:45  Lexis Intermediate/
10/20 Advanced Certifi-
cation
Tues., 10/25 1:00-2:00  Tuesday Cost Effective
Workshops  Electronic Legal
Research
Thurs., 4:30-5:45  Lexis Intermediate/
10/25 Advanced Certifi-
cation
Tues., 11/1  1:00-2:00  Tuesday Government Infor-
Workshops  mation




