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 WEBSITE OF THE 
MONTH 

 
 
 
 
 
UM Bar Exam  

Preparation Guide 
http://library.law.miami.edu/
barguide.html 
 
If you have to study for the bar, 
you might as well know all re-
sources that are available to 
help.  This research guide lists 
web sites, study guides, and 
articles to assist in preparation 
for the exam.  There are links to 
previous Florida essay ques-
tions, information for finding 
sample questions and answers 
from other jurisdictions, a list of  
subjects tested on the multistate 
exams as well as the Florida bar 
exam and more.   
 
For those not taking the bar 
exam this summer or once the 
bar is over, check the other re-
search guides available from the 
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Have you signed up for the May 12th   
Ultimate Research  

Refresher?   
Sign-up at the circulation desk. 

No one knows for sure 
how big the web is.  
Guesses for unique web 
sites vary greatly, from 
40,000,000 to over 
170,000,000.  The big 
search engines, Google and the like, index 
billions of individual web pages.  With all 
of this information, there may be a few 
good sites that you have missed.  The law 
library staff has put together a list of staff 
recommendations for web sites that stand 
out from the other 170,000,000 sites.   

 
Rottentomatoes.com—
Recommended by Carlos 

Espinosa 
(http://www.rottentomatoes.com) Movie 
review site.   If you are pondering what 
movie to see and whether the movie is 
good or not, this site is a great place to 

visit prior to choosing a film.  It compiles all 
the reviews from across the country in one 
place.  It includes a “Cream of the Crop” col-
umn on the right hand side with reviews from 
major publications.  A review with a FULL 
tomato is considered a good review.  A re-
view with a squashed tomato means thumbs 
down.    All the reviews on a movie are com-
piled and given a TOMATOMETER 
score.  Any movie scoring 60% and above is 
considered a good movie.    
 
HowStuffWorks—Recommended by Bar-
bara Brandon  
(http://www.howstuffworks.com) is a Web 
site from HowStuffWorks Me-
dia. The URL name says it all – 
the site explains how com-
puters, cars, electronics and 
other things work. Right now it  
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Subscription Databases Over the Summer   

Continuing law students, faculty and staff 
will have off-campus access to all of the law 
libraries’ subscription databases.  A com-
prehensive list is available on the web 
(http://library.law.miami.edu/databas.html). 
These databases include information for 
everything from law reviews to legislative 
history to UN treaties, and they cover topics 
as wide-ranging as immigration law and 
corporate accountability.  
 
Access begins with the page listed above.   
Once a researcher clicks on the desired data-
base, they will be prompted to log-in.  The 
user name and password are the same as the 
ones used to log onto the law school net-
work.   
 
Some databases will require a special pass-

word.  Databases needing a password will 
be marked as such on the Subscription 
Database page (listed above). The user 
can discover the relevant password by 
clicking on the hyperlinked “Password,” 
and logging in as described above.   
 
For additional assistance, please speak 
with a reference librarian (305-284-3585).  



Staff Recommended Web Sites Cont.  
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tells you how to pick locks, how sunglasses work  and the 
facts behind America’s most famous haunted house -the 
Amityville Horror. 
 
Arts & Letters Daily also recommended by Barbara Bran-
don 
(http://www.aldaily.com/) is a Web site run by the Chronicle 
of Higher Education. It contains a wonderful set of links to 
Anglo-American newspapers, magazines, book reviews and 
blogs. The topics change daily running from news articles to 
book reviews to essays and opinions. This week the linked to 
articles ranged from a collection of obituaries and articles on 
Saul Bellow to Pleistocene porn or what were our Stone Age 
ancestors thinking. 

 
Sequential Tart—Recommended by Dennis 
Edelen 
(http://www.sequentialtart.com/)Comics aren’t 
just for kids, and really haven’t been for a long 

time now. But… they do tend to be a bit of a “boy’s club”. 
The Sequential Tart e-zine was founded by a group of female 
comic fans to change that, and since then has become one of 
THE sources for news, interviews, and reviews of comics, 
manga, and comic book-related pop culture. Each month a 
new “issue” focuses on top creators in the field and hot trends, 
all with a sharp, perceptive feminist view. There’s also a mod-
erated and very lively discussion board. If you still enjoy com-
ics (or “sequential art”, as the pendants like to say), Sequential 
Tart is the place for you. 
 
Zdnet.com—Recommended by Robin Schard 
(http://www.zdnet.com/) is published by CNET.  It is a great 
site for news and information on technology, tech businesses 
and developing technology.  The site has research papers, re-
views of almost any product you can imagine, and video clips 
of interviews with industry stars.  In the News section, under 
Water Cooler, there are descriptions of the most interesting 
new gadgets.  For example, did you know that they were de-
signing an MP3 player to look like a Pez dispenser (no candy 
included)? 
 
Miami Dade County—Recommended by Virginia 
Templeton  
(http://www.miamidade.gov) Three of the many sources on the 
Miami Dade County Website are: (1)“My Neighborhood,” 

which includes reports of specific types of crimes 
in a neighborhood as well as pictures of regis-
tered sex offenders who live in a certain zip code. 
(2) “Search Property Records,” tells who owns 

property in the county as well as who owns property at a spe-
cific address.  This source gives the latest sale price, tax as-
sessment, number of square feet and number of bedrooms, etc. 
as well as an aerial photograph of the neighborhood.  3. “e-
Maps Online,” displays detailed maps of neighborhoods. 
 

NY Lawyer—Recommended by David Hollander  
(http://www.nylawyer.com/) Despite its name, this page is 
not just for New York lawyers!   Even if you’re not in New 
York, you can enjoy the site’s juicy articles, irreverent com-

mentary on the legal profession and frank advice 
columns. While many of the web site’s articles deal 
with the New York legal market, this website col-
lects and posts news stories from legal newspapers 
across the country.   But not just any articles!  The 
publishers collect the more gossipy and juicy arti-
cles:  “which large firm is being sued for malprac-
tice,” “which firm is wooing the practice group from 
a rival firm,” and “which firm is stiffing its associ-

ates on bonuses” are but a few examples of the types of arti-
cles you’ll find.  In addition to the articles there are several 
great advice columns for legal careers:  “Crossroads” – giv-
ing advice about changing or improving your career, “Advice 
for the Lawlorn” – giving advice about job searches, head-
hunters and interviewing, and “Work/Life Wisdom” – giving 
advice on handling the stress often associates with the life of 
the lawyer.  Finally, the website posts articles that take an 
often irreverent and humorous look at practicing law and has 
links to information about law firms, such as associate sur-
veys and the AmLaw lists.  This web site is a fun way to add 
some variety to the long work day! 
 
Forms.gov—Recommended by Mark Plotkin 
(http://www.forms.gov/) A one-stop portal to obtain all fed-
eral forms that are currently available on the Internet. You 
can locate a form by agency or form number. For instance, 
click on “by form number” and then type 
in “1040” to find a federal income tax 
form 1040.  For all forms related to immigration, click on  
“by agency,” then pick “Department of Homeland Security” 
and subagency “U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.” 
Remember forms.gov contains just forms. If you need in-
structional pamphlets, such as the guide for filling out the 
IRS 1040 form, you will need to go to that agency’s web site. 
If you don’t know it, you will find it through 
http://www.firstgov.gov (the federal government portal).   
 
RSMAS Atlantic Outlook—Recommended by Sue Ann 
Campbell 
(http://www.rsmas.miami.edu/environment/outlook.cgi?
w=atlantic) During hurricane season, this UM Marine Cam-

pus website is useful.  Other websites are usually 
crowded and over used, or so busy you can’t get 
through. The RSMAS website is a well kept se-

cret.  It gives clear information and maps that let you know 
exactly what’s happening.   
 
SeatGuru.com—Recommended by Rosemarie 
Valdes(http://www.seatguru.com/).  The best 
source for airplane seating and in-flight services 
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Hein Online (http://heinonline.org) recently added a new library 
to its growing collection of legal titles. The 
Legal Classics Library provides electronic 
access to some of the most well-known and 
respected legal authors and titles of all time.  
The library currently includes authors, such as 
Joseph Story, Benjamin Cardozo, Roscoe 
Pound, Jeremy Bentham, Hugo Grotius, Samuel Pufendorf, 
Immanuel Kant and many others.  Upon entering the Hein 
Online web site, click on the link “Subscribers, Please Click 
Here to Enter,”  and then choose the Legal Classics link.  The 
texts are scanned images of the print volumes.  Therefore, the 
researcher can browse page-by-page, view the table of contents 
and index for each title, or search a single title or the entire col-
lection.   
 
The Legal Classics Library is just the latest addition to the Hein 
Online collection.  Hein Online also has the Federal Register 
Library, imaged-based access to the Federal Register from 
1936-1997, the extensive Law Journal Library, covering more 
than 500 journal titles, the Treaties and Agreements Library, the 
U.S. Supreme Court Library, and the U.S. Attorney General 
Opinions.   

Computer Column: 
Hein Online Adds Historical Texts 
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Summer Access for Students: Lexis, Westlaw, Loislaw  

Lexis  
Continuing (non-graduating) students can extend full ac-
cess to Lexis over the summer if they are taking summer 
classes; working on law review, moot court, or with a pro-
fessor, participating in a clinical program, or working in an 
unpaid public interest externship.  Extend access under one 
of these categories on the Lexis web page 
(http://www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool).   
 
Graduating students will not have access to Lexis.   All 
students who are graduating will have their Lexis IDs deac-
tivated on June 17th.   
 
Westlaw  
For continuing students, passwords will remain active over 
the summer for up to two hours of  research each month.  
You can extend your access to full access over the summer 
if you are taking summer classes; doing an intern-

ship/externship, or working on law 
review, moot court, or with a profes-
sor. To get full access, register on 
the Westlaw web site 
(http://lawschool.westlaw.com/).   
 

Graduating students have to fill out a survey from West in 
order to receive a Graduate Password.  The Graduate Pass-
word may be used for up to 10 hours on Westlaw and re-
mains active for 90 days from the date the password is re-
ceived.  Westlaw started sending emails with a link to the 
survey on April 19th.  If a graduating student did not receive 
an email from West, a link to the survey will be available on 
the http://lawschool.westlaw.com/ page beginning April 28th.   
 
Loislaw  
In case you have not yet used Loislaw, it is a basic source for 
federal and state cases, statutes, regulations as well as a few 
secondary sources.   
 
Continuing students have access through the subscription 
database page as described on page 1.   
 
Graduating students have access to Loislaw until August 
1st.  Use the subscription database page for access 
(instructions on page 1).   
 
If you have questions, please ask a reference librarian for 
assistance.   
 
Passwords for faculty and other law school personnel are not 
restricted over the summer.   

Web Sites Cont. 

information. This page will show the best and worst fea-
tures of each seat on the plane.  Information is arranged 
by airline and model of airplane.  It will tell you which 
rows are missing windows, which seats have more leg-
room and more.   
 
Zimmerman’s Research Guide—Recommended by 
Helen Wohl 
(http://www.lexisnexis.com/infopro/zimmerman/)  This 
online encyclopedia is a collaborative effort of law li-
brarians from across the country who field requests for 
information from practicing attorneys.  Librarians get to 
know the kinds of research questions practicing attorneys 
frequently ask and then contribute information on where 
to find the answers in Zimmermans Research Guide.  For 
example, you could use the Guide to learn what a 
"Business Review Letter" is and where to find one - or, 
what the "Blue Book" is (and find that there are at least 
three other possibilities besides the citation 
manual you've come to know and hate).  
Zimmermans Research Guide is a work-
in-progress with entries being added and 
updated as new entries are received.   
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Law Library News is a publication by the University of Miami 
Law Library.  It is published bimonthly.   

Law Library News is also available on the Law Library’s web 
site (http://library.law.miami.edu/info.html#news). 

Send all comments and contributions to: 
Virginia Templeton at vtem-
plet@law.miami.edu or 284-1927. 

University of Miami Law Library 
P.O. Box 248087, 1311 Miller Drive 
Coral Gables, FL 33124 

Library Directory 
Circulation & Reserves 284-3563 
Reference Desk  284-3585 
Automated Operator  284-2250 
Administrative Office  284-2251 
 
Other University Libraries 
Richter Circulation  284-3233 
Richter Reference  284-4722 
Medical Library  243-6403 
Marine Library  361-4060 

Exam/Reading Period Hours  
(April 23rd-May 10th)  

 Library Hours Reference Hours 

Mon.-Thurs 7:00am-3:00am 8:00am-10:00pm 

Friday 7:00am-3:00am 8:00am-6:00pm 

Saturday 8:30am-3am 10:00am-6:00pm  

Sunday 8:30am-3:00am Noon-8:00pm 

Richter Library Exam/Reading Period Hours 
The first two floors of Richter Library are open 24 hours a 
day from 7:30am on Monday, April 25th through 9:00pm 
on Thursday, May 12th.   

May 11th 7:00am-Midnight 8:00am-10:00pm 

May 12th 7:30am-Midnight 8:00am-10:00pm 

May 13th  7:30am-10:00pm 9:00am-6:00pm 

May 14th 9:00am-10:30pm 10:00am-6:00pm 

Summer Session May 15th—July 21st  
Mon.-Thurs 7:30am-Midnight 9:00am-9:00pm 

Friday 7:30am-10:00pm 9:00am-6:00pm 

Saturday 8:30am-10:00pm 10:00am-6:00pm 

Sunday 9:00am-10:00pm Noon-8:00pm 

The law library will be closed Monday, May 30th for Me-
morial Day and Monday, July 4th for Independence Day.   

Exam/Reading Period July 22nd—July 28th 

Mon.-Thurs 7:00am-Midnight 9:00am-9:00pm 

Friday 7:00am-Midnight 9:00am-6:00pm 

Saturday 8:30am-Midnight 10:00am-6:00pm 

Sunday 8:30am-Midnight Noon-8:00pm 

Mon.-Thurs 8:00am-10:00pm 9:00am-9:00pm 

Friday 8:00am-10:00pm 9:00am-6:00pm 

Saturday 9:00am-8:00pm 10:00am-6:00pm 

Sunday 9:00am-8:00pm Noon-8:00pm 

Intersession (July 29th—August 14th)  

Law Library Intersession (May 11th-14th)  Please be considerate 
and do not speak on 
your cell phones in 
areas where others 
are studying. 

law library (http://library.law.miami.edu/guides.html).  
They cover a variety of subjects, from employment dis-
crimination to legislative history.  Or, for a guide to gen-

eral legal research, check out the Quick 
Guide to Legal Research, covering all top-
ics from creating a research strategy to cost 
effective tips and basic foreign and interna-
tional law research.   

Web Site of the Month, Cont.  


