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Why is legislative history important?Why is legislative history important?Why is legislative history important?Why is legislative history important?
When do you need to find it?When do you need to find it?yy



DocumentsDocuments
1.1. Bills Bills 
22 Committee Reports*Committee Reports*2.2. Committee ReportsCommittee Reports
3.3. Committee PrintsCommittee Prints
4.4. House or Senate DocumentsHouse or Senate Documents
5.5. HearingsHearings
66 Debates/ProceedingsDebates/Proceedings6.6. Debates/ProceedingsDebates/Proceedings
7.7. Committee MarkCommittee Mark--upsups



Finding Legislative History Finding Legislative History g g yg g y
Step OneStep One

Find the Public Law Number (P.L.) or Find the Public Law Number (P.L.) or 
Bill number for unenacted legislationBill number for unenacted legislationBill number for unenacted legislation.Bill number for unenacted legislation.
Bill number by subject, Congressional Bill number by subject, Congressional 
I d ( H R 247 109I d ( H R 247 109thth S i )S i )Index. (ex. H.R. 247, 109Index. (ex. H.R. 247, 109th th Session)Session)



HistoryHistoryP.L. or Pub. L. = 
number assigned as 
bill becomes lawbill becomes law, 
starts with number of 
congress

Stat. (Statutes at 
Large) = official 
publication of the lawspublication of the laws 
of the United States 



Popular Name TablePopular Name Table



Step TwoStep Two
U.S. Code Congressional and U.S. Code Congressional and 
Administrative News (USCCAN)Administrative News (USCCAN)Administrative News (USCCAN)Administrative News (USCCAN)

•• The text of an Act The text of an Act 
•• Major Legislative Action Major Legislative Action 
CompiledCompiled Legislative HistoriesLegislative HistoriesCompiled Compiled Legislative HistoriesLegislative Histories
No way out No way out –– do it yourselfdo it yourself



Congressional Information ServiceCongressional Information Service
(L i )(L i )(Lexis)(Lexis)

In hard copy In hard copy -- CIS Index to CIS Index to pypy
Publications of the United States Publications of the United States 
CongressCongress Microfiche setMicrofiche setCongressCongress, , Microfiche set Microfiche set 
Congressional (LexisNexis)Congressional (LexisNexis)
Old stuff (before 1970) the Serial Set Old stuff (before 1970) the Serial Set 
(being added to Congressional)(being added to Congressional)(being added to Congressional)(being added to Congressional)



ThomasThomas
Coverage Coverage –– 1973 to date1973 to date
Recent Recent -- includes reports, links includes reports, links 
to Congressional Recordto Congressional Recordgg
Other web sites Other web sites –– GPO Access, GPO Access, 
House or Senate and someHouse or Senate and someHouse or Senate and some House or Senate and some 
CommitteesCommittees



WestlawWestlaw
USCCAN/GAOUSCCAN/GAO
Federal Legislative History TabFederal Legislative History Tab
F d l M t i lF d l M t i l L i l tiL i l tiFederal Material Federal Material -- Legislative Legislative 
History & Bill Tracking (mostly History & Bill Tracking (mostly 
current)current)
Check coverage datesCheck coverage datesCheck coverage datesCheck coverage dates



Lexis Lexis 

All Sources: Federal All Sources: Federal 
Legal Legal -- U.S. : U.S. : 
Legislative Histories &Legislative Histories &Legislative Histories & Legislative Histories & 
MaterialsMaterials
CIS index material also CIS index material also 
from 1970, others fromfrom 1970, others fromfrom 1970, others from from 1970, others from 
1990’s1990’s
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